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which opened to display a stairway with golden gates through
which passed the mannequins exhibiting the creations of th<*
greatest and most exclusive dress designers in Europe,

I engaged an eccentric artist, the Marquis dc Tournay d'Oisy,
to carry out my artistic conception, which he completed inside
a disused chapel in St. John's Wood, while the mise~en-scfae
I entrusted to the hands of Campbell-Taylor and Aubrey
Hammond. I then engaged a staff to canvass " the hundred best
houses in Europe." None of those who exhibited from the
Continent had ever shown previously and have never shown
since.

From Paris I secured couturiers of international fame, Callot
Soeurs, Madeleine, A la Rcine d'Anglctcrrc, Paul Caret, Doeuillet,
Cheruit, among others; the London houses not only supported
the Fair magnificently but traded also with high success.

From Italy came Gallcnga, the Florentine House whose
studios reproduce on velvet and silks the historic designs of the
old Italian masters, studios which have clothed queens and
princesses, duchesses, and a world's aristocracy for countless
years.

There were perfumers and furriers, beauty specialists, and
adorners of the hair, decorators, craftsmen, weavers, while among
the mannequins was a royal lady, Princess Maria Bariatinsky.

By the combined efforts of exhibitors and organizers, Holland
Park Hall, now the headquarters of Austin Motors, was trans-
formed into a Temple of Venus, or at least a shrine at which
was seen all the wonderful and intimate things that help to make
Venus more beautiful. It is an oft-quoted proverb that it is
impossible to " paint the lily " or to " gild the rose " ; but the
artists who were responsible for all these adornments of women
showed that they could produce enhancements of the charms
of even the most beautiful.

As a setting to the production, before the mannequin displays,
which took place both in the afternoon and the evening, I wrote
and staged an introduction, in which was featured Dame
Fashion, in a dress which I specially designed for the occasion.
Her entry was made behind a youth attired as a Greek herald,
who blew a fanfare upon his trumpet. His name was Forbes
and this was his first stage presentation. To-day he is one of the
first stars in Hollywood. On either side of the gates of the Temple
were stationed its Guardians attired in the costumes of those of
Tut-Ankh-Amen's Tomb at Luxor. These were two immense